
2016 Annual Meeting of The North American Geology Group  

Asking The Granite Itself About Its Origin      

A Dialogue with Manifestations of Goethe’s Archetypal Rock 

within the Coastal Maine Lithotectonic Block 

“What we must learn from Goethe above all else is how one should address questions to 
nature.” Rudolf Steiner 
 
“I stand firm upon the granite and ask the granite itself, if it can grant to me a glimpse into 
the thought of how the masses came into being, from which it was created.” J.W. Goethe                 
 
How does one ask the granite itself? How does one listen for a response? How will the granite 
answer? How can language be used as a research tool?  
 
This meeting will provide an opportunity to practice Goethean observation in the field and in the 
laboratory, to participate in study and discussion, and to share research and experiences through 
lectures and presentations. Four days of geological field trips are planned to investigate the 
granites, as well as their transitions and contacts to surrounding stratified bedrock.                
Please join us on the coast Maine this summer to ask the granite itself about its origins. 
 
Dates:  3pm Tuesday, August 23rd !  3pm to Sunday, August 28th - Goethe" s Birthday 

Location: Water Research Institute in Blue Hill, Maine  

Costs: The infrastructure cost to put on the meeting with 7 people is $175 per person.                          
With more people this cost will scale down. This does not include lodging or meals.                                                              
Box Lunch and Dinner are available for $13 per day                                                                                 
No-one will be turned away for financial reasons.  

Contact for Registration and Questions:                                                                                 
Jonathan Swan, email: jswan@waterresearch.org  cell: +1(207) 318-9337   


